concern myself with what national policy objectives are or should be.
An additional point that should perhaps go without saying is that the objectives sought must be enduring, long-term objectives of To sum up the points of the last two paragraphs, to be effective, the scale and ferocity of war mus.t be commensurate to the importance of the issue which is being pursued. One's policy and ~s with all general principles, these criteria will need to be applied to the unique and "foggy" circumstances of each potential or actual conflict. However, if war is chosen as the ultimate policy instrument to achieve a valid and enduring national security interest, if it is waged on a scale commensurate with the importance of the policy objective, and if it is carried out based on a complete knowledge and understanding of the opponent's situation, objectives and strategy, it can be effective in achieving national policy objectives.
